
The Stanton St Quintin Primary Reading Spine 
108 books that every child has the right to read during their time at Stanton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holes 

by Louis Sachar 

The Goldfish Boy 

by Lisa Tompson 

Leaf 

by Sandra Dieckmann 

The Explorer 

by Katherine Rundell 

I Want My Hat Back 

by Jon Klassen 
The Night Bus Hero 

by Onjali Rauf 

Pax 

by Sara Pennypacker 
Pip and Egg 

by Alex Latimer 

After the Fall 

by Dan Santat 

When Hitler Stole Pink 

Rabbit 

by Judith Kerr 

The Barnabus Project 

by The Fan Brothers 

Grandad’s Secret 

Giant 

by David Litchfield 

The Girl Who Stole 

an Elephant 

by Nirzana Farook 

Happy in our Skin 

by Fran Manushkin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming to England 

by Floella Benjamin 

Fantastic Mr Fox 

by Roald Dahl 

Ruby’s Worry 

by Tom Percival 
The Iron Man  

by Ted Hughes 

The London Eye 

Mystery 

by Siobhan Dowd 

The Proudest Blue 

by Ibtihaj Muhammad 

I’m Sticking With You 

by Smitri Halls 

The Creakers 

by Tom Fletcher 

The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter  

by Phillip Pullman 

The Magic  

Paintbrush 

by Julia Donaldson 

Goodnight Mister Tom 

by Michelle Magorian 

Peace at Last 

by Jill Murphy 

Somebody Swallowed 

Stanley 

by Sarah Roberts 

by Floella Benjamin 

Skunk and Badger 

by Amy Timberlake 
Dragon Post 

by Emma Yarlett 

The Truth Pixie 

by Matt Haig 

The White Giraffe 

by Lauren St John 

Never Tickle a Tiger 

by Pamela Butchart 

The Hodgeheg 

by Dick King Smith 

Traction Man 

by Mini Grey 

Pig Heart Boy 

by Malorie Blackman 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

by Michael Rosen 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria 

by Catherine Bruton 

Paddington Bear 

by Michael Bond 

Do You Love Bugs? 

by Matt Robertson 

Tuesday 

by David Wiesner 

The Boy Who Grew 

Dragons 

by Andy Shepherd 

The Lost Words 

by Robert Macfarlane 
The House at the Edge 

of Magic 

by Any Sparkes 

The Nowhere 

Emporium 

by Ross MacKenzie 

Giraffes Can’t Dance 

by Giles Andreae 
Funny Poems 

chosen by Brian Moses 

Murder Most 

Unladylike 

by Robin Stevens 

The World Needs Who 

You Were Made to be 

by Joanna Gaines 

 

 

Scarlett and Ivy 

by Sophie Cleverly 

Wonder  

by R.J. Palacio 

Stuck  

by Oliver Jeffers 

The Owl Who Was 

Afraid of the Dark 

by Jill Tomlinson 

Rhythm of the Rain 

By Grahame Baker-

Smith  

Who Let the Gods Out 

by Maz Evans 

The House with 

Chicken Legs 

by Sophie Anderson 

How Big is a Million? 

by Anna Milbourne 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Potter 

by JK. Rowling  

The Tiger Who Came 

to Tea 

by Judith Kerr 

Journey to the River 

Sea 

by Eva Ibbotson 

The Leaf Thief 

By Alice Hemming  

The Storm Keeper’s 

Island 

by Catherine Doyle 

The Invisible 

by Tom Percival  

Voices in the Park 

by Anthony Browne  

Pattan’s Pumpkin 

by Chitra Soundar 

The Butterfly Lion  

by Michael Morpugo 

Black Dog 

by Levi Pinfold 

The Midnight Fox 

by Betsy Byars 
The Story Orchestra 

by Jessica Tickle 

The True Story of the 

Three Little Pigs 

by Jon Scieszka 

The Spiderwick 

Chronicles 

by Holly Black 

Julian is a Mermaid 

by Jessica Love 

Inside the Villains  

by Clotiode Perrin 

Rosie’s Walk 

by Pat Hutchins  

Real Life Mysteries 

by Susan Martineau 

Would You Rather… 

by John Burningham 

Alex Rider 

by Anthony Horowitz 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rain Before Rainbows 

by Smitri Halls  

The Magic Faraway 

Tree 

by Enid Blyton 

The Tear Thief 

by Carol Ann-Duffy  

Shakleton’s Journey 

by William Grill 

Dear Earth 

by Isabel Otter 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

by Eric Carle 

The Wonder Garden 

by Kristjana Williams  

The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe  

by C.S.Lewis 

The Polar Bear 

Explorer’s Club 

by Alex Bell 

Greta and the Giants 

by Zoe Tucker 

The Valley of the 

Lost Secrets 

by Lesley Park 

Man on the Moon 

by Simon Bartram 

The Girl of Ink and Stars 

by Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave  

Rosie Revere Engineer 

by Andrea Beaty 

What a Waste 

by Jess French  

The Happy Prince 

by Oscar Wilde  

The Element in the Room 

by Mike Barfield 

You Choose 

by Nick Sharatt  

Lost and Found 

by Oliver Jeffers 



 

 

 

  

The Story of the London 

Underground 

by David Long 

The Secret Garden 

by Frances Hodgson Burnett/  

Claire Freedman 

Tad 

by Benji Davies 

The 1,000 Year Old 

Boy 

by Ross Welford 

Great Adventurers 

by Alastair Humphreys 

The Miraculous Journey 

of Edward Tulane 

by Kate Dicamillo 

Oi Frog! 

by Kes Gray   

The Accidental Prime 

Minister 

by Tom McLaughlin 

The Colour Monster 

by Anna Llenas 

Swallows and 

Amazons 

 by Arthur Ransome 

The Lion Inside 

by Rachel Bright 

Reading is dreaming with your eyes wide open… 

 
Our carefully considered Reading Spine has been created by the teaching staff of Stanton Primary School (2021). We have selected a balance of classic 

and modern literature that either have valuable messages or life lessons at their core; celebrate differences and varied backgrounds or cultures; educate 

readers about real world events or issues; cover a varied range of topics or interests; value wellbeing and self-belief or simply instil a love of reading.  

Rabunzel 

 by Gareth Jones 


