Extraordinary Times

School’s closed.i
HOORAY!

School’s closed.
BOO!

By Rhine Class April - May 2020
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At the end of 2019, a new type of coronavirus began making people sick with flu-like symptoms.,
The novel coronavirus was a new strain of coronaviruses that had not been previously identified in
humans. On February 11, the official name of the virus was announced as COVID-19 with 'CO' standihg
for 'corona,' 'VI' for 'virus,' 'D' for disease and ‘19’ for the year it started.
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By March 11, COVID-19 was declared a pandemic as it was spreading very quickly. I LLO s
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The government decided schools needed to shut to slow the spread.

So on Friday 20th March we left Rhine Class to learn at home.
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During this time we have had the opportunity to try new things. We have learnt new words like
coronavirus, surreptitious and social distancing and found new ways to keep in touch.

In this book we share how we have felt in our diaries, our time capsules - History in a bag and some

posters we created to remind people to keep safe. We have thought about who are heroes are, what
we are grateful for and how to help others.
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By Freya




Dear Diary

It’s the beginning of Week 9 of Lock down, and so much has changed for me. There are very few
people wandering around the town, but when I have been through town on my bike on Saturdays there
are lots of people in town. Last Week I had a virtual Brownie sleepover using Zoom (but we didn’t
sleep with Zoom on as we slept!) At the start of the Lock down I had no Idea what Zoom was, but as I
have got further into the Lock down I have started to realise what Zoom was. My guinea pigs, Fudge,
Snickers & Oreo are allowed outside all day because we are at home every day so we can keep an eye
on them. When Mummy is not at work, she is my teacher so she can help me with my learning. Daddy
goes to work in the study because that is where his laptop is and he is sometimes on video calls but he
is working hard all day long.

I find it really difficult not seeing my friends and staying 2 metres away from everyone who is not in
my family because I miss playing on the flip bars with Anna, Trinity and Freya. I miss fun at school
and I’m sad because we won’t be able to do the school play or have ice creams/lollies. This year there
will be no Leavers” Assembly or Sports Day. FOSS won’t be able organise the Fair nor will there be a
flash mob at the village Fete. In our family, we’ve had to organise two Lock down birthdays as well as
VE Day 75 Celebrations and Easter. We’ve made them fun by ourselves as we have played games such
as hunting for sweets and chocolate and a new game we’ve christened ‘Get Bobby!”

Although it’s been quite tricky, I’ve had lots of fun doing Joe wicks and swimming in the ocean blue
swimming pool in our neighbour’s shimmery green garden, I’ve also been on bumpy bike rides. At the
end of all the hard work my family and some other friends from different families from other areas of
Chippenham and we do a zoom and Kahoot on Friday. Perhaps what I love the most is the fact that I’ve
cycled 14 miles. Some afternoons I’ve been busy playing racing demon, the most dangerous game ever
or I’ve been busy cooking or sewing.

In the future, at some point, Lock down will END and I will go back to school so I can see my friends
and play on the slippery silver flip bars. Although I am hoping that the Lock down will be over soon,
when I look back at Mummy’s photos on her phone, I see how much effort we’ve put into having lots
of fun staying at home and I hope we remember how to have fun at home. I am so grateful for my
family, my Guinea pigs, the internet and the NHS but I think my final wish is that I really hope

Lockdown will be over before my 10" birthday on 1" July!
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Alexerder

By Alexander
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Lock down and school closure....

Exactly two months ago to this day our school year ground to a halt, SATs cancelled, schools
closed and people asked to socially distance. Social distancing means that you or any other
human must stay at least two metres away from each other. The old and vulnerable were
instructed to stay at home for 12 weeks and everyone was told to wash their hands
regularly.

On the Sunday evening we gathered around the TV for Mr Mop heads speech. He changed
his instructions from social distancing to full lock down. This meant that everything apart
from essential shops closed and people were told to work from home.

Home school was fun at first and we were keen to start by 9am every morning little did we
know this would not last! Once school work was finished, usually by lunch time, | would hop
on the PS4 and play online with the boys. Every evening after Dad had my Dad had finished
his work, we would go out for our one exercise of the day. This exercise soon involved Me,
Mum and Archie peppering Dad with reasons to buy a puppy. You will be happy to know |
took it upon myself to do EXTRA CURRICULUM work making a poster with all the pros and
no cons of owning a dog. Dad was very stubborn at first but after days of whittling him
away, the day finally came where he would allow us to get a dog. He took it upon himself to
make a strict contract on what he would and would not do with the dog e.g. | will not pick
up any excreta produced by the dog.

We found the puppy we wanted. She was a sprogker. spaniel (cocker and Springer mixed
together), she was only a week old and had to stay with her mum, brothers and sisters for 7
more weeks!

During these weeks each day became ground hog day...school work, PS4, Exercise, food
then sleep...school work, PS4, Exercise, food then sleep you get the gist.

Finally the day came..Wednesday 20t May we would go to pick up the puppy we called her
Libby, she is so cute.

So the new groundhog day has begun...puppy eat, puppy sleep, puppy sleep, puppy play,
puppy eat, puppy poo...and no sleep for us!!!
N

By Hamish
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Maxwell’s diary entry

Dear 042117,

This new disease; conid-79 has twned my lffe wp-side down, (ff it wasn ¢ as bp
a problen as it s wow, (] and ol other children ix Lxpland] would be enjoying
a normal day at sohoot] not sociad distancing ourselies, But it is a problem, wnd
1ow my ears are just fitled with the blustery sound of wird howting and the
happy chirping of the new-born baby chioks, instead of how to solve arithmet,
wd where G put a subordivale cluuse i a senterce,

[ oan ¢ belliove 5o much of my lfe has changed in such a lttle space of tine.

For example; all my loarning is now either ontine or has to printed off first,

ol my hobbies, like swinming, foothatl] lacrosse and seouts, insite and out of
school have been cancelled) meaning [ shoulll find different things to do inside
of the house. [ abéo can t wirt friends and famity alie; as we have to do ouwr
own Bttte bt i protecting the MNHS.

Instead of using the ixternet as a way o play games, ['n usinp more often to
catek up with the /e/o/a/e /e not Seeiny i1 person, This i /Maf because /f 4
dith € [ can gaarantee mysellf [ woulll feel very distant to the oulside wortd

but, zoom for instance, hebps prevent that, and is helpful ix many other ways
as well

Sehool is very different as well] my mun (eodk, receptionst; head teacker
leacher, depuly head] Teacking assistant and everything else ) s dorg reatly
well] and she & encowrapivg me every step of the way, G stay positive ard get
on with my work before the deadbine, ix which i€ is o be handed i, sneaks
past «s, [ [with my sister) take lurns i coking owe meals: dimer, breakfast
and bunch throughout the week, and (f [ say so myselfe [ cooking superbly!

This moment i tine;: the thokdown, witl be ix the history books for a very
long tine, [ witl be able Co say [ was a part of 1% with many happy memories [
witl be abte to tell peqple what [ went throuph; victual meetings, PE with
re, tong watks and by bike rites, fantastic cooking and i the end [ witl tetl

them we aﬂmf@ had something to &e/ «s goip,

By Max
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By Rowan



Diary Extract by Ramone 20.5.20

Monday 18t May

In the morning | got out of bed and | had breakfast. After breakfast | got dressed and we
then we went on our morning walk, we go around our estate and walk over the old bridge
near the park we also go in a field and see if the cows are there.

When we got home, | practised my Piano and afterwards did Maths and | think | did well.
After that it was break time, in break time | played on our PS2. And then after | did that, we
had English, in English we started doing the “I'm grateful for...” worksheet and finished off

my First News and it was fun (you can see mine on the school blog- | think). After English
we had our lunch break and watched T.V.

On other days | have been doing Tae Kwon Do by zoom and same with my Piano lessons.

| practise my Piano every day. | also made scones once and | ate them every day and they
tasted nice. We also got a reply from LEGO when we wrote to them about our new Mixels

ideas, they were very nice and we are happy that we got the reply. We can send the letter
to you if you want.

By Ramone
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By Joseph
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By Jamie K



£xtraon(inary ‘fimes.’

My ﬁfe has cﬁangecf inaton qf ways i cant rea[Ty count them but i can tell you some cf them!

Usually 1 would spend most of my money at the shop down the road but now its like a life or
death situation if you just go down to the shop and have a wander-round the shop your [ife
has definitely been changed since you'd probably be kicked-out since you should be as quick as
you can and RUN! as quick as you can so you don’t see your friends and have a chat (well by
the i mean not 2-meter distanced i mean (ike UP AND CLOSE) You fust run for your ﬁfe,
[ike a tiger cﬁasing you you don’t stop and cfeﬁniw@ don’t, look, back the main rule, 1f
someones behind you you should let them care about the fact how your in-front of them [ike

how you would with someone in-front of you,




My time in lockdown

Dear Diary,

When the lockdown was first announced I was dreading what was
about to come however I have now come to terms with these strange
times.

School work.

I have been enjoying the school work because it 1s easier to set up my
own routine and I find that makes it easier. Also doing the Joe Wicks
school workouts makes it easier to concentrate throughout the day.
Every day I enjoy doing maths no problem because it is easy to
follow now we have it online.

Hobbies.

I have had a variety of hobbies over this time and they have been
helping me to keep busy. My first main hobby is playing video games
with my friends which is a very good way to keep in touch. My
second main hobby is going on the trampoline which has proved to
keep me active I also made myself a challenge to land a front flip
every day!

Although I’'m coping in these times I’'m excited to go back to normal
and see my friends and family and I hope that whoever reads this is
keeping safe in these weird times.

By Charlie
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By Mika



